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Meritocracy is a ‘tool of whiteness,’ claims math professor
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A math education professor at Brooklyn College contends
in a recent academic article that “meritocracy” in math
classes is a “tool of whiteness.”
Laurie Rubel says that even "teaching for social justice"
can be a "tool of whiteness" if teachers still believe in "the
myths of meritocracy and colorblindness."
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Meritocracy is a ‘tool of whiteness,’ claims math professor

A

math education professor at Brooklyn College contends in a recent academic
article that “meritocracy” in math classes is a “tool of whiteness.”
Laurie Rubel implicates both meritocracy and “color-blindness” as ideological
precepts that hold back racial minorities from succeeding in math classes in an
article for the peer-reviewed Journal of Urban Mathematics Education.
[RELATED: Prof: ‘Meritocracy’ is a
‘whiteness ideology’]
Rubel, who taught high school math for
nine years before becoming a professor,
argues that while meritocracy is
commonly linked to hard work and
talent, it also “functions as a tool of
whiteness” because it “ignores
systemic barriers and institutional
structures that prevent opportunity
and success.”

"Teachers who claim colorblindness...are, in e ect, refusing to
acknowledge the impact of enduring
racial strati cation on students and
their families."
Tweet This

Color-blindness, too, can be an issue for math teachers, according to Rubel, who
asserts that “Teachers who claim color-blindness—that is, they claim to not notice
the race of their students—are, in e ect, refusing to acknowledge the impact of
enduring racial stratification on students and their families.
https://www.campusreform.org/?ID=10342
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“By claiming not to notice, the teacher
is saying that she is dismissing one of the
most salient features of the child’s identity and that she does not account for it in her
curricular planning and instruction,” Rubel adds, citing education theorist Gloria
Ladson-Billings.
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[RELATED: Profs say classroom ‘civility’ promotes ‘white racial power’]
Even math teachers who acknowledge race, such as those who indicate that they
“can’t relate” in certain ways to students who are of a di erent race, are called out in
Rubel’s paper.
If math teachers notice racial di erences between themselves and their students,
Rubel elaborates, “those di erences are typically cast in terms of deficit
constructions about students, their places, and their families.”
To mediate this, Rubel recommends that math teachers incorporate more social
justice issues into math lessons, but warns that even “teaching for social justice” can
be a “tool of whiteness” if teachers are not su iciently attuned to the experiences of
minority students.
This is because even social justice-minded professors may inadvertently hold the
“belief that e ort is always rewarded, [which corresponds] to various tools of
whiteness, like the myths of meritocracy and colorblindness,” Rubel writes.

Campus Reform reached out to Rubel for comment, but did not receive a response in
time for publication.
Follow the author of this article on Twitter: @Toni_Airaksinen
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CampusReform.org has resolved
to fight back. Every day, our on-campus
correspondents shine a light on the outrageous discrimination and abuse
conservative students face.

But since CampusReform.org doesn’t have the corporate funding of
mainstream media organizations—who repeatedly refuse to cover these
stories—our ability to report the truth relies on the help of concerned
Americans like you to turn these attacks into national headlines.
Millions of Americans regularly learn the truth through CampusReform.org.
Will you help reach millions more with your gi today?
STOP MEDIA BIAS AND SUPPORT CAMPUS REFORM NOW »
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TONI AIRAKSINEN
New Jersey Senior Campus Correspondent

Toni Airaksinen is a New Jersey based Correspondent for Campus Reform,
and her reporting focuses on campus First Amendment, Title IX, Equal
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Opportunity, and due
process issues. Her stories have appeared numerous
times on the front page of the Drudge Report, and has been profiled by
numerous outlets including Fox News, The New York Post, PBS News, and
the Washington Examiner. As the first person in her family to attend college,
she's also given numerous radio and TV interviews on the "first gen"
experience. Features can be found on NPR, WNYC, the German newspaper
Süddeutschen Zeitung, and more.
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